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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to tlie communications filed July 1 0, 2007. 
Claims 17-20 are currently pending and considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 18 will be examined as if depending on claim 
17 since claim 1 has been cancelled. Claim 20 will be examined as if depending on 
claim 19 since claim 3 has been cancelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salmonsen et al. (US 7,178,169 B1), hereinafter Salmonsen . in view of Murakami et al. 



(US 6,973,015 B1), hereinafter Murakami 
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Claims 17 and 19: Salmonsen discloses an optical disk device (secure device 120, 
Column 2 Lines 49 - 49) and a method of controlling an optical disk device (Figure 6) 
comprising: an interface (authentication logic 325, Column 5 Lines 31 - 33) configured 
to communicate with an external device (client 100); a flag control section configured to 
turn on a flag when the interface receives an identification signal from the external 
device ("At block 650, the process determines whether authorization has been received 
to pass the data to the application," Column 7 Lines 52 - 53 and Figure 6, and therefore 
a check takes place to see if an "indication" ("flag") of authorization has been received); 
a reading section configured to read information by applying a laser beam to the optical 
disk ( Salmonsen discloses that secure disk 130 is an optical disk and gives examples of 
Compact Disc technology, therefore it is inherent that the optical disc is read by a laser); 
and a control section configured to: when the flag is on, enable a read operation, when 
the optical disk is determined to be a CD subjected to measures for ripping (step 620, 
Figure 6), when the optical disk is determined to be the CD subjected to measures for 
ripping ("unless the authentication logic 325 receives authentication, no data is read 
from the disk 130 or passed to the application 110," Column 5 Lines 34 - 36) and 
enable the read operation, when the optical disk is determined to be a CD other than 
the CD subjected to measures for ripping (Step 625, Figure 6). 

Salmonsen does not disclose where the optical disk is determined to be a CD 
subjected to measures for ripping based on information read from TOC data recorded in 
a radially innermost portion of the optical disk. Salmonsen does disclose that the use of 
a disk ID is one way of identifying the particular disk. Murakami discloses more 
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information regarding copy protection on a CD. Murakami teaches "protection 
management of disk information Is required to use additional Information which can be 
used for copyright protection such as prohibition of copy or prevention of Illegal use of a 
software. In the above-mentioned optical disks, it is possible to record disk information 
in the TOC (table of contents) area or the like which is a recording area for control data," 
Column 1 Lines 48 - 57. Murakami further teaches "the additional information is data 
such as a serial number which is recorded when the optical disk is fabricated, and it can 
include management information which can be used for copyright protection such as 
prohibition of copy or prevention of illegal use of a software. As will be explained later, 
a part of the additional information may have data to be inhibited to be outputted from a 
recording and reproducing apparatus," Column 2 Lines 15-37. Murakami also shows 
the TOC area located in a radially innermost portion of the optical disk (Figure 1 A). 
Therefore, given the teachings of Salmonsen of using a disk ID to identify a particular 
disk and the teachings of Murakami of placing the identification information in the TOC 
recorded in a radially innermost portion of the optical disk, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the identification 
information in the area as disclosed by Murakami in the system of Salmonsen . since the 
TOC is read before the main data in an optical disk drive and therefore a copy protected 
disk can be identified before the main data is accessed. 



Claims 18 and 20: Salmonsen and Murakami disclose the optical disk device and 
method of controlling an optical disk device above and further disclose, wherein the 
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identification signal received by the flag control section from the external device via the 
interface indicates that the external device is an audio playback device. (The 
identification signal of Salmonsen indicates that the external device is authorized to play 
the secure disk and since the external device is a computer capable of playing the 
secure disk, the identification signal has effectively indicated to the secure disk drive 
that external device is an audio playback device). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-20 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Saunders whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1063. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

September 29, 2007 SINH IRAN 

SUPERVISORY R(VTENT EXAMINER 



